
U.S.Department of Eneer A P PE ND IX 1
Laramie Energy Technology Center
P.O.Box 3395, UniversityStation
Laramie,Wyoming 82071

Au t 28, 1981

Superintendent ,

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
P.O. Box 1507 . ...--e-

Page, Arizona 86040 .. -- LOW.. --

To the Superintendent:

The Laramie Energy Technology Center is interested in drilling four

exploratory coreholes for resource characterization of tar sands in the Tar

Sand Triangle area. All proposed locations are within the GCNRAboundaries,

three on leased land, one on non-leased land. I have already discussed this

with Vic Viera, and he has been most,helpful. This proposed drilling is

intended to fill in data on areas which tar sand information is lacking. The

following table outlines the proposed sites and other pertinent information:

Nell Coring Ground Lease
Number Location Interval Elevation Leasee Number

enene Santa Fe
TST-1 14-30-16 1460-1640 6440' Energy Co. US291F

cow
TST-2 26-301/2-16 1414-1610 6770' " U20859

eswsw
TST-3 1-31-,16 1290-1540 6970' no lease

enene
- TST-4 17-31-16 1590-1740 õ890' Sabine Prod. Ul8658

Letters of request for permission to dril3 on leased land have already

been sent to Sabine and Santa Fe; telephone conversations with their rep-

resentatives have indicated that there would be no problems with their

companies. However, we do need permission from your agency, also. Well

TST-3 is on GCNRA land, and we would need a letter of consent to



We plan on utilizing existing roads and creating minimål surface distur-

bance, which would be cleaned up according to your specifications. If you

have any requirements, please call me at 303-721-2441 or in Vernal, Utah at

801-789-5234. If you cannot reach me, call Pete Dana at 303-721-2236.

Enclosed is a map indicating access to the drill sites. We look forward

to hearing from you soon so that alternate arrangements can be made, if

necessary.

Sincerely,

.Donna Sinks
Geologist .
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ALTEX OIL CORPORA eœ,7]ssasse- s .

. .

. s.

November 25, 1981

U. S. Department of Energy
Laramie Energy Technology Center

P.O. Box 3395, University Station
Laramie, Wyaning 82071

Attn: Donna J. Sinks
Geologist

Dear Ms. Sinks:

This letter shall serve as permission granted by Altex Oil Corporation to

the Laramie Energy Technology Center, Department of Energy, to drill two (2)

tar sand exploratory ære holes on the lands leased by Altex in Garfield

County, Utah. Specifically, and according to your request of November 18, 1981,

the proposed core holes are located as follæs:

Well TST·-3 NESWSW Section 2, T31S, R16E Lease #38392

Well TST-4 SENWNE Section 16, T31S, Rl6E lease #38393

We would appreciate a letter from you s ting your intent to hold us, as

lessee of the aforenentiones lards, harmless fran any problems arising from

any of your activities involving the drilling of these test holes.

As I understood from our telephone conversation, Altex will have exclusive

access to the well data, including logs, core infornation and analysis. Also,

and if possible, we pould like to request that you simply cap the holes and

turn over the bonding and responsibility for the plugging of the wells to Altex.

There is a possibility that they may be of eventual value to us.

If we can be of further assistance, please feel free to call us.

Jergne C. Martinets, Jr.
Vice



IAR SAND TRIANGLE E.XPLORATORY CORING
GARFIELD COUNTY, UTAll

LETC/DOE

TotalWell Q Location Elevation Depth Coring Interval Laase #
TST-3 neswsw 6900' 1540' 1290 - 1540' 38392see 2,315,16E

TST-4 senwne 6900' 1740' 1590 - 1740' \ 38393p
.sec 16, 318,16E

* '¯

OY30 281Each hole will be drilled and cemented in t'he following manner:1) Drill 4" nidwnmn acessa hole to corepoint.
2) Core (1 7Ê8min to 2 1/4 aax) frota corepoint -to total depth. .C3) After completion,each hole will be cemented frota bottom to top with«egulp

Since both proposed locations are readily accessible and on old drill pads, littleenvironmental impact is expected. If Asiface contours are altered appreciably frompre-drilling contours, the land will be restructured to conform with pre-LETC drillingsurface contours.

On-site 'equipment 411 (n inA.- >

drilling contractor's drill rig, pick-up trucks and taaper trailer, water truck.contracting geologist's camper trailar and truck.LETC/,DGEscamper ,trailerosad tonek.
Portable sanitary fae+Ntiespill be on each site. All trash wil2 either beburned og hanlaa att staa.

Enclosed is a map of the area and accass roads waartrad in red. Sites 3 and 4 arealso designated in red.

AP-- • =• BYTHEDMSION
OF OS.,GAS, ANDMINING
DA18 * ¯



G.S. Department of Energy
Laramie Energy Technology Center
P.O. Box3395, University Station
Laramie, Wyoming 82071 Dec. 2, 1981

Mr. Gale Prince
Div. of State Lands
230 E. 4th S.
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Dear Mr. Prince:

The Laramie Energy Technology Center is interested in drilling two
coreholes in the Tar Sand Triangle area in Garfield-Œo.uaty, near
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. These two coreholes are on
Utah State Land which is leased to Altex. The wells are:

Well TST-3 neswsw sec.2, T31S, R16E Lease #38392
Well TST-4 senwne sec. 16, T31S, R16E Lease #38393

I have already contacted Mike Minder of the Division of Oil, Gas
and Mining regarding this coring proposal. He suggested that I
contact your office for approval, also. I have included the
letter from Altex granting approval to drill on their leased land
and also some more details on the proposed drilling program.

Please review this proposal and pass on to any other agency which
may be involved in the permitting process. LETC has submitted a
plan of operation to the Glen Canyon National Recreation Area,
National Park Service, for permission to drill two other cores
on GCNRAland. This plan also covers access to Altex leased lands.

This drilling will be for resource characterization of the local
tar sand deposit (Tar Sand Triangle). Information will be made
public following one year of confidentiality requested by Altex.

We look forward to hearing from you soon. Please call if you have
any further questions.

Sincerely,

& 7 Donna Sinks

HECSVE0 coolosist, v· of Resource

k: DEC 7 1981
' characterization

Stateg



SAND TRIANGLE EXPLORATORY C NG 5 3
GARFIELD COUNTY, UTAH

LETC/DOE C -Ô/7-30/

Total
Well N Location Elevation Depth Coring Interval Lease #

V TST-3 neswsw 6900' 1540' 1290 - 1540' 38392
sec 2,318,16E

2/7;cyacc

TST-4 senwne 6900' 1740' 1590 - 1740' 38393
sec 16, 318,16E N

Each hole will be drilled and cemented in the following manner:

1) Drill 4" minimum access hole to corepoint.
2) Core (1 7/8 min to 2 1/4 max) from corepoint to total depth.
3) After completion,each hole will be cemented from bottom to top with regular cement.

Since both proposed locations are readily accessible and on old drill pads, little

environmental impact is expected. If surface contours are altered appreciably from
pre-drilling contours,the land will be restructured to conform with pre-LETC drilling

surface contours.

On-site equipment will include:
drilling contractor's drill rig, pick-up trucks and camper trailer, water truck.

contracting geologist's camper trailer and truck.
LETC/DOE camper trailer and truck.

Portable sanitary facilities will be on each site. All trash will either be

burned or hauled off site.

Enclosed is a map of the area and access roads marked in red. Sites 3 and 4 are

also designated in



December30 1981

ðivision of Resource Characterization
UTS. Departmentof Energ
Attnt DonnaSinks, Geologist -

Laramie'Energ Technolog Center
P. 0. Box 3395 University Station
Laramie, WY 82071

RE: M.'s 38392, 38393 Altex 011 Corporation '

Dear Ms. Sinkst

I am in receipt of your letter of December2, 1981. Please be advised that
the Division of State Lands has no objection to your performing exploration
work on the abovenumberedleases since Altex 011 Corporation has given their
consent. However, it is noted that Altex requested in their letter of
November25, 1981, that you merely cap rather than plug the drill holes.

These holes mayonly be left unpluggedproviding Altex 011 Corporation assumes
full responsibility and posts a $5,000 bond with the Division of State Lands
prior to the comencementof operations.

Sincerely yours,

JOHNT. BLAKE
MINERALSRESOURCESPECIALIST

Jf8/mb

cc: Altex 011 Corporation
Attn: Jerome C. Martinets. Jr.
1660 - 17th Street
Suite 300
Denver, CO



on

en er coiso2
38392, 38393

e have .ng
objection to the Department of Energy Capping rather than p1úgging

dr111 holes you authorized on the above numered leases, providing}1tex 011
Corporatioñ" act pts full Tesponsibility fo the även 1
holes

A $5,000proje¢t bond or a $25,000statewide bond is needed. ase
.

imediately post such bond with the Utah Division of State Lands using the
enclosed bond forar.

Sincerely yours,

JOHNT. 8tAKE
MINERALSRESOUR SPECIALIST

JTB/mb

cc: Division of Resource Characterization
U. S. Department of Energy
Laramie Energy Technology Center
P. 0. Box.3395.University Station
1. gmi4, NY 320719

nclos re



Stateif Utah
DEPARTMENT OF NATURALRESOURCES
DIVISIONOF STATE LANDS AND FORESTRY

Norspan u nedener
e--- JUN la U-0

Der C Mamen $$$W¢st Norm Teinple

Patnck O $þuron San Lake Ody.Utah metW1204

- aos.sumoa
01L GA$ &MINtNG

June 14, 1990

CERTIFIEDMAILNO. P 879 610 548 3456

Altex 011 Corporation
Attention Judith Ivans GIS

0 L r Street

Otar Ms. Evans:

RE: ML38392 and ML 383939--Tar Sands
EXP/055/012 NAyne County

I am enclosing the Division's surety bond form which must be used if you
post a surety type bond for the reclamation of drill boles TST-3 and '

TST-4.. These drill holes were drilled by LETCfor Altex 011 Corporation
under State of Utan tambined hydrocarbon leases Mt. 38392 and ML38393
respective13-

The bore holes Yor these dr111 toles are large in diameter. Since no
drilling logs Were T11ed with the State, we will essume that the holes
were drilled to a depth of 3,000 - 14,000 feet. This requires that a
$20,000bond be posted w1th the Olvision upon each of the two drillsites.

If you choose not to post bond thenplease take action immediately to have
these drill holes and sites property plugged and reclataed prior to the
August 1, 1990 expiration of these leases. Altex wt11 he prohibited by
our rules from any further leasing of State lands in Utah if this
obligation of either .bonding or reclamation of the drt11sttes is not met.

Please contact ime if I can assist you in further resolving this matter.

Sincerely,

f

JOHNT BLAKE
MINERALRESOURCESSPECIALIST

cc: Hayne Hedberg
DOGM

an equatopperandy



A44

a

Memorandum

To: Sugerintendant

Through: Chief, Professional. Services
CMef, Resource Manssament

From: Environmental Spectalist

Subject: Sita viatt to Altex drill sites

On Wednesday, August 1, 1990, at the request of Resource Management, I
travated to Hankaville via the park airplane whera L met Mr. Charles Davis a
welf -compTetton contractor tcr ATtex Off Company. WBJrove tcr the Orange
Clifis to visit Altex drill sites TST-3 and TST-4. Nr. Davis will be
responath1e for the canalet.lon of the tar sands test holes drillect itr 198† and
1962. This includes oemanting the hoTe, cutting and removing the casing, and
all s\rfface treatments.
The first alta wa visit.ed was Taf-1, loosted ta Seetion 2 TownsMD 31 South,
Range 16 Rast, or approximately one mile southeast of the head of the FTint
Trail switchbacks in Garfield County, Utah (see attached mapand photographs).
Access to t.ha site followed the Happy Canyon Road. The drill atte was located
.just south of road.

The TST-3 dri11site is approximat,aly 200 by 200 feet and le sit.uat.ed¿gustabovethe rim of Nappy Canyon, The construction of the dritisite his created
berms with straight edssa. Along the southeast corner of the Pad the henn is
approximately t.en feat high and four tg fivs feat. high along thä western edge.
Match weed (Gutierrezia m.icroeschala) is established over t.he ma.lority of the
site, while there remains some barren areas along the northern edge.
There is no visible evidence of the actual drill hole at tMa site. No casing
is exposed above the surface and no depressions are visible which are usually
associated with drill holes. In reviewing the Altex files, a draft letter to
the Rocky Mountain Region stated that this hole had been Completed following
the testing of the well. Mr. Davis will search for an offioial copy of the
letter and plans to use it along with actual digging at the atte (to locate
the top of the Gement plug) to convince the Stata 011 and das Commission that
the well had been completed. I requested that all hist.oric information on the' well be forwarded to the Superintendeni as well as correspandence with thestate of



We then drove to the TST-4 drillsite (Section 2, Township 31 South, Range to
East) approximately two milos along the Lands End Road from the TST-3 site.
At the TST-4 site, the well casing is visible extending approximatelyone foot
above the surface and covered with a piece of welded well pipe. ·The site
measured 180 by 210 feet and supports oisilar matchweedvegetation as the TST-
3 site.

Work at the 78T-4 site will include cementing the hole. This requires some
analysis on the part of the NPS as the extent of plugging is open for
discussion. . The Stata of utah requires plugging above and ba1aw any water
bearing strata as well at the battam and top of the hoTe. The annulus or area
outside the casing must also be plugged. The original proposal by Altex was
to cement the enttre 1500-foot coluan. The NPRshould work with the State on
this aspect of weit completion.
We also visited the Altex † drill atte in Section 28, Township 30 South, Range
17 East which was recontourad, fenced and revegetated in 1986. The reason for
visiting the aita was the downhoTeplusains had not been completed. We
requested the site be revegetated as it was Tocated imediateTy adjacent, to
the Flint Trail. Tha top of the drill hole was covered with a metal plated
and soi T was moundedovat it.

Attax 011 Company is a puhtfoty-owned companywhich has recantly undergons a
complete turnover in management. As their State leases are due to expire this
year, giten needs to complete all work on the sites so that, their bonds can be
released. Mr. Davis is att.aspting to review Altex correspondence to determine
the.status the all Altex drilling activities in the area. There be -

addttfonal attes identifted for raatamation as a result of his ans sis.

Mr. Davis proposes to compistaall downhole work during, the monthof ARSutfas
following authorization from the State. Surfa00 reolemation is scheduled for
November, as recommendedby NPS, including recent,ouring,ripping, seeding,
planting, and fencing. Outing this process, I would like to visit ang,document the site-spectfic rehabilitation of the site.

Jim Holland

Enolosure

boo:
Pinnook, RM
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Kemorandum

To: Regissal Director, Rocky Hountadtr Regiarr
Attention: Regional Minerals Coordinator

From: Chief, Kining and Hinerals Branch
Land Resources Division

Subject: Plugging of Two Altex Oil Corporation Wells in the Glen
Canyon National Recreation Area

At the request of Chuck Wood, Supervisory Ecologist,.. an Clive
Pinnacice Ratural Resource Spar'inT int, personnel from the Nining and
Minerale Branch (MMB) evaluated two wella (TŠT-1 and TST-4 in. the
Tar sand Triangle of Glen Canyon Kational Recreation Area (GLCA)
for proper plug and abandonment procedures. Well TST-3 is located

, petion 2 and well TST-4 is located in Eg^ '
of 31atn, Garf ield County, Utah, near Bagp in

the Northeast er of the park.

These wells were drillèd as core holes to survey the potential
productivity of tar sands in this area. Four cora test wells were
ultimately approved, pursuant to the federal regulations at 36 CFR
98 . Consistent with these regulations, a plan of operations was
written by the operator, the ti.s. Department of Energy, Laramie
Energy Technology Center (DOE/LETC) . This plan covered areas
of proposed surface disturbance., estimated depth åt drill,
anticipated dates of _complation, hazardous materialia Iikely to be
encountered, contaminating substances used, etc.

Section *9" of the plan of operations embraced the pluggingproceduras and reclamation requirements. The actual plugging oftha wells was covered in section "9 (d) " which states that "all
drill holes will be cemented from bottom to top and completelyplugged." The reclamation covered in this sagtion includes:
removing all equipment and debris, restoring the natural contour ofthe original sites, and resseding the sites with a standard mixture
as established by the National Park Service. A copy of this planis attached.

'The operator also obtained permission to drill, core, and plug from
the Utah State Department of Natural Resources, Division of
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Re· Bonding reqûirerne Page

From: Earlene Russell
To: Steven H. Cardin
Date: 5/11/04 8:21AM
Subject: Re: Bonding requirements

The Division of Oil, Gas & Mining well records show both state (test) wells were plugged. However, we
are missing a date the plugging tookplace on the TST-3 well in Township 31 South, Range 16 East and
Section 2. Please provide what information you have for the date, time and procedure used.

There should be no need for TLA/DOGM bonding from Altex Oil Corp.

Earlene Russell
Division of Oil,Gas and Mining
PO Box 145801
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
Phone (801) 538-5336
Fax (801) 359-3940

>>> "Steven H. Cardin" <stevenhcardin@yahoo.com> 05/11/04 04:28AM >>>

We have received a latter dated May 4 regarding changes in bonding
requirements. To our knowledge, we are not the operator of any well in Utah.
Do you have any information that indicates that we are the operator of any
well in Utah?

Steven H. Cardin
Altex Oil Corporation
PO Box 1057
Breckenridge CO 80424-1057
303.329.3337
Fax 303.265.9312
stevenhcardin©yahoo.com

CC: Ed


